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May 3, 2019 

 

 

 

Fieldcrest Community Unit School District 6 

 

Attn: Dr. Daniel Oakley, Superintendent 

 

Re: Fieldcrest Middle School Wall 

 

 

Dear Dr. Oakley: 

 

This is a supplemental report to the one Farnsworth Group provided dated January 14, 2019, which is 

attached for reference.  In that report we recommended additional field investigation which required 

better access to the exterior walls and the roof framing from the interior.  This report provides our 

conclusions and recommendations following that investigation which occurred on April 5, 2019.  Paige 

Dodson and Michael Bryant were on site for this.   

 

Description: 

Refer to the original report for a description of the building and the observed deterioration and 

conditions.  The purpose of this effort is to get a closer look at the condition of the walls using lifts and 

improved access to areas to better understand the structural system and the causes of the 

deterioration.   

 

At the east end of the building, the wood roof joists span in the North – South direction and bear on top 

of the exterior walls and interior CMU walls.  In the interior of the building, there are steel beams, 

estimated as W16’s, right above the ceiling level spanning North – South between pilasters.  There is 

wood framing on top of the steel beams that support the wood roof joists.  The roof joists span East-

West between the beams. 

 

The front masonry wall was measured for plumbness at several points along the building.  This was done 

with a plumb bob dropped the height of the building and measuring from that line to the building face 

at various points along the height from a manlift.  In general, the front of the building was plumb and 

straight with some variation of up to 1¾”.   

 

The rear or north wall was checked for plumbness above the lower gymnasium roof and was similarly 

found to be straight and plumb except for the upper few feet.  The building has a nominal 42” parapet 

and it was measured that the top of this parapet has moved in toward the center of the building by up 

to 3” in the top 5 feet of the wall.  It was also observed that the top of the parapet has an inward sweep 

which is consistent with the results of the plumbness check. 
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View of south parapet wall from 2016 showing the parapet construction 
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View from inside attic space of northeast corner showing joist bearing on clay tile wall 

 

 

Overall view of roof 
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View of roof structure and wood construction on top of steel beam 

 


